3/6/2024

To: Members of the House Environment & Transportation Committee
Re: House Bill 1238 - Fisheries - Striped Bass - Closed Seasons
Position: Unfavorable

Dear Committee Members,

We the undersigned charter captains, guides, and boating and fishing business owners
respectfully request a unfavorable report on House Bill 1238 - which would require the
Maryland Department of Natural Resources(DNR) to close fishing for striped bass from March
1- May 15th each year if DNR does not allow a “trophy season”.

As an industry, our businesses rely on access to fishery resources and opportunities on the water
for recreational fishing and boating activities, connecting the public to their fishery public
resources. These activities drive important seasonal economic activity throughout the state in
many different ways, and for many different people. Our state fish, the striped bass or “rockfish”,
supports a major component of the more than 5000 jobs and over 800 Million in economic
contributions that the participation of more than 700k anglers going fishing provides to our state.
The benefits of fishing are further compounded when including the over 1000 businesses, and
more than 16,000 jobs which support an economic impact of 4.2 Billion in Maryland.

The economic and cultural benefits derived across our state from fishing and boating in the
Chesapeake Bay, cannot be understated, which is why current science based and stakeholder
driven processes exist to manage our public fishery resources; DNR should remain the lead
authority for striped bass management in these changing times.

While we collectively recognize that striped bass populations continue to struggle with meeting
coast wide population goals, and that prevailing environmental conditions in the Chesapeake Bay
in recent years have led to concerning failures in reproduction for our state fish, we do not
support the proposed changes put forth in SB 1053.

Thankfully, studies show that access and necessary conservation can be balanced thanks to the
following reasons:

e Current regulations, implemented in 1990, prohibit targeting of striped bass in spawning
areas and tributaries where they spawn (see attached DNR spawning closure map)

e DNR already uses a dynamic approach to closing and opening areas based on multiple
factors. (see attached map example & link for full season information)

e (atch and release fishing is only allowed in areas where fish are migrating, not staging to
prepare to spawn.



e DNR has the authority to regulate gear and other practices should they be necessary,

without removing access from fishing.

e DNR has gear restrictions in place in the pre-season to limit mortality.

e DNR studies show that catch and release fishing under prevailing spring conditions and
using widely popular gear leads to less than 3% mortality of fish after release.

e DNR’s newly implemented closures exceed measures required by the Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Commission coastwide management plan, and will limit further harvest

of spawning stock fish.

In conclusion, winter and early spring catch and release fishing provides an important economic
boost to businesses throughout their slowest periods of the year, without impacting necessary
conservation. The economic and cultural benefits from this fishery are persistent throughout the
state and in many different ways, serving many people. For these reasons, striped bass
management should remain under DNR’s science-based and stakeholder driven management
systems without adding closures that would stifle economic opportunity but not provide
measurable ecological benefits to the striped bass resource.

Please contact any of us directly should you wish to further discuss our perspectives on policies
which can provide important balance for business and public access, while protecting our most

cherished fishery resources for the future.

Respectfully submitted,

Capt. Chris Baughman
Persistent Sea Charters
(410)916-0513

David & Jason Baumgartner
Owners

Riverside Marine

600 Riverside Drive

Essex, MD 21221

Jason Baumgartner

President on behalf of:

Marine Trades Association of Baltimore
County

PO Box 18137

Middle River, MD 21220

Capt. Jonathan Bland
Bay Bound Guide Service
FGR# 4921

1192 Green Holly Dr.
Annapolis, MD
(410)610-4971

Capt. Frank Bonnano

Il Pescatore Guide Service
1600 Rampart Mews
Baltimore, MD 21230
District 46

Capt. Ron Buffington

JLS Light Tackle Charters & JLS Rods
FGNR # 4689

Fairfield, PA / Rock Hall, MD
ronbuff(@comcast.net

Capt. James Clough

Eastern Shore Light Tackle Charters LLC
FGR1369

30884 Rabbit Hill Rd.

Cordova, MD 21625

District 37B

(443)786-5266
Eslighttacklecharters@gmail.com



Ken Comerford

North Point Yacht Sales
Annapolis, MD

401-853-7803
ken@northpointyachtsales.com

Kevin Conroy
ComMar Sales LLC

Manufacturers Rep of Marine & Fishing

Products

Annapolis, MD
kevin@commar.com
410-570-8281

Brian Conner

Owner/President

Rhode River Marina Inc.
Edgewater, MD
mconner@rhoderivermarina.com
410-798-1658

Capt Michael Cool

Reel Cool Charters LLC.
413 Tritle Ave.
Waynesboro, PA 17268
FGR # 4600

Capt. Pete Dahlberg
FGR23301

5751 Oakerest D

St. Leonard, MD 20685

Mike Ebersberger

Owner

Angler's Sport Center

1456 Whitehall Rd.
Annapolis MD.
Mike@anglersannapolis.com
410-757-3442

Dan Ewing

Owner

Brown Dog Marine

29321 Blacktown Rd
Trappe, MD
dan@browndogmarine.com
410-310-8931

Capt. Dennis Fleming
Chaptico Maryland
captaindennisf@gmail.com

Capt. Brad Foxwell
Chesapeake Fishing Adventures
FGR 3759

5 Fullerton Heights Ave.
Nottingham, MD 21236

Capt. Keith Fraser

Alltackle.com - Ocean City, Md &
Annapolis,MD

alltackle@aol.com

Fishing tackle retailer

USGC Lic. Captain

Capt. Michael Gardner
Sandbar Light Tackle Fishing
FGR 4101

707 Chesapeake Drive
Stevensville, MD 21666
District 36

Capt. Lawrence Geipe
Chasing Light Charters LLC
2633 Westchester Avenue
Ellicott City, MD 21043
District 10

FGR#4015

Capt. David Gobeli
FGR#72559

36 Silverton Ct.
Cockeysville, MD 21030
District 11B



Capt. Malcom(Drew) Grahame
Griffin’s Guide Service
FGR#50457

1047 Harding Blvd.

West River, MD 20778

Capt. Steven Griffin
Griffin’s Guide Service
FGR#50457

5273 Rustic Way
Lothian, MD 20711

Michael Gisch

General Manager

MarineMax

Grasonville, MD
michael.gisch@marinemax.com
443-552-7182

Capt. Kayla Haile

River Queen Guide Service
TFL #2149
Kaylahaile@hotmail.com
(443)465-2193

Capt. Lee Haile
TFL 100191
(410)299-0376

Capt. Joseph(Mike) Henderson
Buzz’s Marina & Charter Fishing
FGR 4556

49675 Buzz’s Marina Way
Ridge, MD 20680

Capt. Tom Hughes
Catonsville, MD

Capt. Matt Huss

East Wind Fishing

601 N. Ogle St.
Charlestown, MD 21914

Capt. Lonnie “LJ” Johnson
G-Eye Jigs

8214 Elm Lane

Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732

Capt. Chuck Jones
Salty Siren Fishing
FGR4576

214 Magothy Rd.
Pasadena, MD 21122
District 31
(410)353-0589
Saltysirenfishing.com

Capt. Phillip “Cole” Langley
Desperate Measures Guide Service
17238 St. Jeromes Neck Rd.
Dameron, MD 20628
(240)925-7918

Capt. Travis Long

Schooled Up Fishing Charters

FGR#16320

Prince Georges Cty. Outdoor Ed. Specialist
3607 Harbor Rd.

Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732

District 27B

CL Marshall

Tangier Sound Charters
909 Walnut St.

Pocomoke, MD 21851
FGR#266413

Capt. Brian McCormick
Southern Girl Sportfishing
240 S. River Landing Rd.
Edgewater, MD 21037
District 7

Keith Rhodes

Owner

Tri-state Marine (two locations)
5861 Deale Churchton Rd
Deale, MD

7320 Edgewood RD
Annapolis, MD
410-867-1447
keith@tristatemarine.com



Capt. John Rogers
TFL 4847

213 Highland Drive
Elkton, MD 21921
District 35
(443)566-0698

Lenny Rudow
Fishtalk Magazine Co-owner

Capt. Brian Sabo

Old Line Charters
FGR 3510

4405 Fox Chaser Lane
White Hall, MD 21161
bsabo100@me.com
(443)527-7117

Capt. Greg Shute
iFishMD Charters
FGR#202

1114 River Bay Road
Annapolis MD, 21409
District 33¢
410-533-1435
Ifishmd@gmail.com

Capt. Brennnan Shute
iFishMD.com Charters
FGR#3938

District 33¢
443-949-2020.
Brennanshute@gmail.com

Capt. Ethan Sommer
Sommertime Outdoors
Fallston, MD
Ethansommer2332@gmail.com

John Stefancik

Executive Director

Marine Trades Assoc. Maryland
MTAM

443.621.0416

jstefancik@mtam.org

Capt. Brian Thomason
Thomason Tradition Sportfishing
FGR 99862

10150 Steve Dean Pl.

Faulkner, MD 20632

District 28

Dave Tolbert

Island Tackle Outfitters
751 Willowby Run
Pasadena, MD 21122
(410)491-8681

Sam Weaver

President

Weaver’s Marine Service
730 Riverside Drive
Essex, MD 21221

Capt. Tom Weaver

Fish with Weaver
Annapolis, MD
leaveit.weaver@gmail.com
(410)533-0928

Tim Wilbricht
Director of Sales

Pocket Yacht Company
Grasonville MD

Capt. Brandon Wingate

Salt Tale Charters

TFL 99242

1929 Church Creek Rd.

Church Creek, MD 21622

District 37B

(410)463-1252
captbrandon@salttalecharters.com



Striped Bass Spawning Areas:
https://dnr.maryland.gov/fisheries/Publishinglmages/striped-bass-spawning-map.jpg

Legend
- Striped Bass Spawning Areas
[ =tripec Bazs Spawning Rivers

Chester River

Additional spawning survey info:
https://dnr.maryland.gov/fisheries/pages/striped-bass/studies.aspx



January 1 - Last day of February

For reguiations for the Potomac
Mainstem, check with the
Potomac River Fisheries
‘Commission at pric.us

Open fo Fishing
I Ciosed to Fishing
[ cateh & Release

March 1 - March 31

For regulations for the Potomac
Mainstem, check with the

| Open to Fishing
I Ciosed to Fishing
[ | catch 8 Release

Source : https://dnr.maryland.gov/fisheries/Pages/sb reg maps.aspx



https://dnr.maryland.gov/fisheries/Pages/sb_reg_maps.aspx

